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When Bethmann later became aware that England would seriously go to war, he broke down completely. But why did he rely so long with regard to England on his own political reckoning which had so often been wrong? Why did he pay no attention during those long three weeks to all the warnings that reached him from England and about England ? Why did he not endeavour to procure some assurance as to England's attitude in the event of a continental war ? This riddle too is explained by the peculiarity of his fundamental scheme.
IV
On July 8th the Under-Secretary of State, Zimmer-mann, issued directions that all conspicuous measures, such as interruption of leave, etc., were to be avoided, just as the Emperor's voyage had not been abandoned. For the main essential of the success of the localization of the war would be to avoid the impression that we were inciting Austria.
During the negotiations of 1911-12 it had struck me that Bethmann-Hollweg avoided straight and open discussions, and preferred to settle even such questions, the nature of which demanded general deliberation, suddenly with an accomplished fact after long and hesitating delay. In addition there was Bethmann's capacity, which had been early noticed by one of my colleagues, and also by his admirers, "of asserting something which would not be taken at all seriously, and of not merely putting the matter objec-